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Goals
• inform students about academia as a viable career path
• inform students about different career options
• outline the basic steps to start an academic career
• introduce students to future roles as faculty members
• discuss the role of mentoring for a successful academic career

Keynote Speakers 

Janet Guthmiller, D.D.S., Ph.D. 
Dean, University of Nebraska College of Dentistry 
 

John Valenza, D.D.S.
Dean, The University of Texas Health Science Center  
at Houston School of Dentistry 
William N. Finnegan II Distinguished Teaching Professor  
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston

Darlene F. Zellers, PhD
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Career  
Development, Schools of Health Sciences 
Director, Office of Academic Career  
Development, Schools of Health Sciences 
University of Pittsburgh

School of Dental Medicine



 
 

Program  
Tuesday, February 16, 2016      Cooley University Life Center 

 
8:30 EST/7:30 CST 

 
Registration & Continental Breakfast 

 
9:00 EST/8:00 CST 

 
Opening Session  
 

9:30 EST/8:30 CST Opening Plenary: From Student to Dean 
Janet Guthmiller, D.D.S., Ph.D. Dean 
University of Nebraska College of Dentistry 
 

10:00 EST/9:00 CST Discussion Session 
 

10:15EST/9:15 CST BREAK 
 

10:30 EST/9:30 CST Could This Be You? – Types of academic careers & preparation  
Michelle Wheater, Ph.D. Assistant Dean for Research and Scholarly Achievement Division 
Director of Biomedical Sciences  
Kathi Shepherd, R.D.H., M.S. Associate Professor and Assistant Dean for Educational 
Development & Assessment 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Dentistry 
 

11:10 EST/10:10 CST Faculty Behind the Scenes – What do I do in a day?   
Zsuzsa Horvath, Ph.D. Assistant Professor and Director of Faculty Development 
Christine Wankiiri-Hale, D.M.D. Assistant Professor and Associate Dean for Student 
Affairs 
University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine  
Faculty Panel 
 

11:45EST/10:45CST BREAK 
 

12:00 EST/11:00 CST LUNCH  
 

12:30 EST/11:30 CST See Me, See You – Speed Mentoring   
Faculty Panel 
 

1:15 EST/12:15 CST Will academic dentistry be (part of) my career? 
Karen Novak, D.D.S., M.S., Ph.D. Associate Dean for Professional Development and 
Faculty Affairs 
The University of Texas Health Science Center (UTHealth) at Houston School of Dentistry 
 

1:45 EST/12:45 CST Self-assessment 
 

2:15 EST/1:15 CST We did not do it on our own – Mentoring  
Darlene F. Zellers, Ph.D. 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Career Development, Health Sciences and 
Director, Office of Academic Career Development, Health Sciences  
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine  
 

3:00 EST/2:00 CST Q&A 
 

3:15 EST/2:15 CST BREAK 
 

3:30 EST/2:30 CST Closing Plenary: The Every Day Leader – Could This be You?  
John Valenza, D.D.S. Dean 
School of Dentistry and William N. Finnegan II Distinguished Teaching Professor  
The University of Texas Health Science Center (UTHealth) at Houston School of Dentistry 
 

4:00 EST/3:00 CST Q&A 
 

4:15 EST/3:15 CST Closing remarks  
 

4:30 EST/3:30 CST End of the program 
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